Louisiana Environmental Education Commission
Meeting Minutes
February 11, 2011 - 1:00 PM

Baton Rouge Marriott, Bonaparte Room 
I. The meeting was called to order by Alex Appeaning, Chair of the commission.
II. Roll Call/Sign-in 
All members present signed in on the provided sign-in sheet.

Members present: 

Jonathon Dearbone

Murphy McMillin

Mary Fuglaar

Aimee Robert

Charlotte Bihm

Heidi Hitter

Allyn Rodriguez

David Boldt

Alex Appeaning

Also in attendance:



Venise Ortego

III. Minutes: 
The reading and approval of the minutes from the last meeting were postponed due to not having a quorum present. 
IV. Financial Report; V. Ortego
Copies of the financial report were passed out in the meeting folders. Venise provided a brief overview of the transactions and expenditures. 
V. Coordinator’s Report; V. Ortego
Copies of the coordinators’ report were passed out in the meeting folders. In the interest of time, Venise provided just a brief overview of the coordinators’ activities. Topics included were:

· 2011 Environmental Education Symposium preparation

· Registrations to date

· Mid-year grant reports are due March 15, 2011. Two of this year’s recipients have requested extensions and those have been granted.
· There are three more boxes of calendars if anyone wants them.
· Environmental Awareness Art and Language Arts Contest activities: Billboards for students went up in January and news ads containing winning writing entries have been published.
· New e-newsletter system is being run by Juliet.
· Degree of Debris exhibit is being used. Notice it in the exhibition hall.
· The commission purchased bamboo banners and stands ($1012) from Nimlok Co.
VI. Old Business
A. Symposium Committee Reports

1. Audio Visual – Due to Dinah being at one of the short courses, Venise reported that the arrangements for audio-visual equipment were complete.
2. Door Prize/Hospitality - Heidi reported that all the door prizes have been collected and brought to the exhibit hall.
3. Evaluations – Allyn indicated that all work has been completed.
4. Exhibitors – Venise reported on behalf of Angela that the exhibit room is set up and waiting for exhibitors to arrive and complete their set ups.
5. Finance - Both Shell and BTNEP supplied $5000 each as symposium sponsors, so the budget will be in the black. Charlotte reported that in December she appeared before the Senate Ethics Committee and that they concluded that commission members do not have to submit financial reports because we operate under LDWF and they provide oversight.
6. Keynote Speaker – Venise reported for Nancy that Jennifer Pike, Deputy Director of Ocean Conservancy’s Gulf Restoration Program, had agreed to be the keynote speaker for lunch on Saturday.
7. Lodging Assistance – Venise reported that we had $ 2000 allocated, but used only $1000 for lodging assistance. Due to the remaining funds, we offered $30 in financial assistance for attending if those requesting this assistance could justify their need for registration assistance.
8. Programs – Venise reported that the programs were complete and that Juliet had done an excellent job on them. We were provided with programs in our meeting folders.
9. Public Relations – Venise reported that press releases were sent out and that information on the Symposium had been distributed through many venues prior to the Symposium date.
10. Registration – Venise reported that we had 89 registrations prior to the symposium beginning and that we expect more to register upon coming. 
B. Symposium Volunteer Assignments

Venise thanked Sandra Helmuth of BTNEP for her assistance in arranging the name badges for attendees. She then asked commission members to recognize Mark Kosiara of Shell Exploration and Ed Landgraf of Shell Pipeline Department for their sponsorship. She indicated that we should recognize our visitors, M.C. Davis, his wife Stella, and partner Heath Rushing. Both of these gentlemen donated $200 each to defray symposium expenses.
C. Environmental Literacy Plan: A brief meeting is planned at the after the Symposium luncheon is over.
VII. New Business

A. Discuss 2012 Symposium, A. Appeaning, Chair

Alex opened the floor for discussion on the dates and location of the 2012 Symposium.

Points mentioned:

· Charlotte provided information on the NSTA Regional Conference in New Orleans scheduled for November 2011, and that the Math and Science Teacher organizations will meet together in 2012.

· Venise asked if we might try a short course in north Louisiana next year in place of the Symposium.

· Several members pointed out the shortage of funds available in districts for conferences/professional development activities and that teachers have difficulty getting substitutes and permission to miss school on Fridays.

1. Alex called for a vote on whether we should have the symposium next year or not. Members voted unanimously to have the symposium. The theme, Outdoor Teaching, was suggested for the symposium.
2. Alex asked for suggestions for a location. The following locations were mentioned:

· Monroe – A description of the Civic Center was included in this suggestion. It was mentioned that although they were very hospitable to LSTA and attendance was good, there was no food provisions at the Civic Center.

· Alexandria’s new Conference Center – The main point mentioned was that it has a central location that attendees could drive to easily.

· Lafayette Cajundome – It was mentioned that they have the facilities, are anxious for business, and that a hotel is across the street.

· Restoration Park in West Monroe


Following general discussion, it was determined that Venise can explore costs at venues and get some estimates to work up a draft plan. Alexandria is the favored location because there we can plan a drive-in, one day symposium, but the cost factor should be considered in making a final decision.

3. Alex asked commission members to consider the format and duration of the symposium for next year. Following much discussion the major points of agreement are below:
· Spring, the first week in March would be the best time to schedule the symposium.

· Due to financial considerations, it would be best to have a one day symposium, so that participants do not need to pay for hotel rooms. 

· Provide only lunch on the symposium day to curtail costs.

· We can schedule a couple of short courses and presentations for that day from 9 AM – 3 PM and let participants choose which sessions they attend.

· Sessions should be 1 hour, 15 minutes to 1 hour, 30 minutes in length.

· Registration can be lowered to $35.00.

· We will still need to secure sponsors to defray symposium costs.

B. New School Sustainability Grant, Grant reviews, V. Ortego
This grant is from the Keep Louisiana Beautiful Program (KLB) and it allows a school to submit a grant based on sustainability, energy use improvement, litter abatement campaigns, and other related projects. Venise provided concrete examples of projects that could be the focus of a grant proposal. KLB is considering offering two grants (2 schools) that will pay out over two years for a total of $10, 000 for each school’s project. Thus each proposal selected will merit $5000/year for two years.
C. Art & Language Arts Contest 
This project will be headed by Juliet. It was indicated that we need to assist in spreading the word about this contest. 

Venise asked for volunteers to judge the contests on May 9th, 2011. Volunteers included Ann and Aimee for Art and Allyn for writing. 
VIII. Announcements

A. Allyn thanked LEEA for their assistance with their Wetlands Summer Camp Grant from BTNEP.
B. Charlotte mentioned that there is a possibility that funding for LPB will be reduced or eliminated in the next state budget.

C. Venise informed the commission that she will be off for the next four weeks due to surgery on her throat.
IX. Next Meeting Dates: May 10, 2011, August 9, 2011, November 8, 2011 (possible reschedule)
X. Adjournment   
Murphy moved that we adjourn. Jonathan seconded, and all members voted in favor of adjournment. Alex adjourned the meeting.
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